
Activity: Commercial Fishing and
Aquaculture



Background:
Your small town of Sandburg, Maine is a coastal community that has relied on commercial lobster fishing and
tourism for decades of stable income. Unfortunately, lobster hauls seem to be decreasing lately as younger
fishermen use larger boats and harvest nearly all year. The lobster industry in Sanburg may be in danger of
overfishing, as had historically occurred with cod, herring, and flounder. Lobster regularly fetches a high price
per pound because it can’t be easily farm-raised. Lobsters are susceptible to disease, require a lot of nutrients,
and grow slowly. A new aquaculture company, however, has come into your town and claims to have solved
the lobster-farming problems. They would like to begin a lobster-farming operation off the coast of Sandburg
and hire locals to help run it.

What questions would each individual have for the aquaculture company?
Fisherman Restaurant Owner Tourist Animal Rights Activist

Would aquaculture be in this individual’s best interests? Why or why not?
Fisherman Restaurant Owner Tourist Animal Rights Activist

Based on the individuals, does it seem like this aquaculture company will be welcome in Sandburg?
Why or why not?
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