speranza
Rising

A novel by Pam Munoz Ryan
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Smothering - covering the mouth and nose to prevent breathing
Suffocate - to die from lack of air

Silhouette - a dark shape or outline against a lighter background
Smoldering- to burn slowly with smoke but no flame

Surviving- someone who lives through an event that could cause death

Notice all the “s”
words when describing
the fire. Could the
author doing this on
purpose? Why?




Lava rock mortar and pestle Trunk with metal straps Wrought iron chairs and table
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or wood
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Boarding School where children live away from their families
or
F|eld work poverty, and debt (owmg money to others)
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MEXICAN REPATRIATION |4

The Immigration Acts of the
1920s limited European
immigration, but it didn’t limit
immigrants from Mexico.

Mexican immigrants were
allowed to enter the U.S.A. as
long as they passed a medical
exam and a literacy test (given in
Spanish) and paid a small fee.

Most had left Mexico because
| of the Mexican Revolution and
~ | came to the U.S.A. to work at
back-breaking low paying jobs.
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FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION 1N
THE UNITED STATES IN 1920.
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Convent: a building
where nuns live

R
Nuns: members of a
female religious -

A poor box can be a box of donated
clothing for the poor to wear or a box for
cash donations to help the poor.
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Ancient legend paints a
picture of a magical bird,
radiant and shimmering,
which lives for several
hundred years beforeit
~ dies by burstinginto
flames. It is then reborn
from the ashes, to start a
new, long life. So
powerful is the
symbolism that it is a
motif and image that is
still used commonly
today in popular culture
and folklore.

(from www.ancient-origins.net)




“...they could see the outlines of the twisted and charred trunks, the burnt-out vines
rolling in parallel lines toward the mountains. It looked as if someone had taken a giant
comb, dipped it in black paint, and gently swirled it across a huge canvas.”

e Correspondence — letters by mail * Indebted — to owe something to someone
* In due time — at the right time * Tamales — Mexican dish of seasoned meat in
» Stature — social position in society cornmeal dough and cooked in corn husks

Waif — a poor, dirty ragged child e Shawl — a fabric wrap used like a sweater



Comprehension Questions — Los Higos Figs

What was happening while Esperanza was
dreaming of being attacked by a bear?

How do you think the fire started? Why?

Were there any survivors from the fire?




