
Las Almendras   ̴ Almonds



Here are the items Miguel and Alfonso used to 
create their surprise for Esperanza and Ramona. 



Which shrine to Our Lady of Guadalupe fits the  novel’s description best?



Clothing and hair styles change over 
time. In the 1930s women liked to 
crimp or curl their hair using a hot 
iron. (see above) 
Women wore a slip under their 
dresses as part of their under 
garments. Dresses hung better and 
skin was shielded from itchy fabric.



• I need to feed my family.
• I can’t live on these low wages.
•We have more power if we stick together.
•I am afraid I will lose my job to workers willing to work for less.
•Our living conditions are so bad; we need better homes.
•I don’t care if others make more money, I am happy to work.
•I like our farm workers’ community and don’t want it to change.
•I don’t like others making more money for the same work I do.
•I am happy to work. Conditions are better here than at home.

Which statements support a strike (pro) and which are against 
(con)?



Huge dust storms ruined farmland 
(right) and the biggest financial crisis 
ever called “The Depression” drove 
desperate “Okies” or people from 
Oklahoma to California. Dorothea Lange 
took this famous photo (left) of a 
suffering migrant woman and her kids. 
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GMatch the food to the picture:
1. Flan de almendra
2. Tamales
3. Mexican candy
4. Arroz with peppers & onions
5. Rolled tortilla
6. Mexican sweet rolls
7. Agua de Jamaica



Comprehension Questions for Las Almendras   ̴ Almonds

1. What is the special surprise for Esperanza and 
Ramona?

2. Why does the surprise remind Esperanza of her 
papa?

3. What happens when Esperanza is ready to take a 
bath?

4. What does Isabel see at the fiesta that she wants?

5. How does Marta disrupt the party?

6. A juntos is a political group. Why does Marta want 
that?

7. What does Esperanza pray for? What about 
Ramona?


