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Jackie Roosevelf Robinson was born  on
January 3| 149 in Cairo, Georgia. His midde name
was given to him in honor of President Teddy
Roosevell. He was the youngest of five children
and was raised by his mother, Mdlie. Everyone in
his family was athlefic, including Jackie. He grew
up in Cdlifornia watching his older brofhers excel
in sports. Jackie folowed in his brothers
footsteps. In high school, he ran frack and played
severd other sports. He was the quarterback on
the footbal feam and the sfar of his schools
basebal feam. Though he was a talenfed athlefe,
Jackie experienced racism while in high school.
He would be cheered for his ability on the field,
but was sfill freafed unequdlly outfside of sports.
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Jackie went fo college at UCLA and played four
sporfs: frack, basebal, footbal and basketball. He
was the very first UCLA atfhlefe fo earn leffers
for achievemenf and performance in al four
sporfs. He even won the college championship in
the long jump. Affer colege, Jackie played
professional footbal for a short time unfil he
was draffed in the Army during World War IL
During the war, he served in an dl-black unif
because they werent dlowed fo fight dlongside
whites.

Once he left army in 944, Jackie refurned
home and played basebadl for the Kansas City
Monarchs in the African-American Basebdal
League. At that fime blacks were nof dlowed to
play in Major League Basebdll. He confinued to
play wel for the Monarchs. Many saw how
falenfed Jackie was. The Dodgers recruifed him
fo play Magjor League Basebal, even though he
was black. He knew he would face alof of racism

for being fthe first colored player in an dl-white
league. The Core Coaches 20lb

obinsc &

The Dodger's manager knew it woud be a
chalenge but he wanted Jackie fo help them win
the pennant, the Magjor League Basebdl
championship. The manager told Jackie that he
couldn't fight back against those who would be
prejudice. Jackie said, *Are you looking for a Negro
who is afraid to fight back?" The manager said,
*Robinson, I'm locking for a bdlplayer with the
gufs enough not fo fight back.”

As Jackie played for the Dodgers, he
experienced severe racism. Other feams refused
fo play against the Dodgers because of Jackie.
Basebdll fans yelled and threw things at him. They
threatened him, even with death threats. Through
it al, Jackie had the courage fo hold in his anger
and play the game the best he could. That year in
I9H/, the Dodgers won the pennant and Jackie was
named Rookie of the Year.

Jackie played Magjor League Basebdl for 10
years and is sfil known as one of the best players
in basebal. During his career he hit I3/ home runs
and stfole 197 bases. He was named fo the All Star
Team six times and was awarded the Nationdl
League MVP in 1949, His dedication fo creating
equdiity in professiond basebal paved the way
for ofher black players fo folow him. He once said,
“A life is not imporfant except in the impact it has
on other lives” He was elecfed to the MLB Hdll of
Fame in [962. Jackie died on Ocfober 24,1972,

Tohonor this American hero, the baseball league
refired Jackie's number (#42) in 1997. Every April 5™
is Jackie Robinson day and al Major League
players wear the number H2 in honor of him.
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