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Martin Luther King, Jr.
Martin had a gift for speaking to large crowds
and is now considered one of the greatest
speakers in American history.

Due in large part to his efforts, Martin saw
the Civil Rights Act passed by Congress in 1964.
In effect, this act outlawed racial segregation
in public facilities, including schools, parks and
public restrooms. Other examples of the
changes made by this act include protection to
all citizens from police abuse, and the prevention
of discrimination in employment.

Though Martin believed in making his voice
heard through non-violent means, others often
disagreed with him. He was arrested several
times and his house was even bombed. On April
4, 1968, while standing on the balcony of his hotel,
Martin was assassinated by James Earl Ray in
Memphis, Tennessee.

Martin Luther King Jr. is honored for his 
influential efforts to fight segregation in 
America. In 1964, he was the youngest person 
to have ever received the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Today, we celebrate his courage and 
determination with a U.S. National holiday on the 
3rd Monday of each January. Throughout the 
U.S., there are more than 730 streets named 
after the American hero, Martin Luther King Jr.

Martin Luther King Jr. was born in Atlanta,
Georgia on January 15, 1929. Both his father and
grandfather were pastors in a local church and
Martin followed in their footsteps. Growing up,
Martin and his younger brother and older sister
experienced segregation and prejudice. At the
age of 15, Martin started college, demonstrating
how smart and dedicated he was as a student.
In 1953, Martin married Coretta Scott. Together
they lived in Montgomery, Alabama and raised
four children. In Montgomery, Martin became a
pastor and a community leader.

Martin stood firmly against racism. He felt
strongly that people of any color deserved to
be treated equally. Throughout his adult life, he
was able to bring about social change in
peaceful ways. He led the Montgomery Bus
Boycott after Rosa Parks refused to give up
her seat on the bus to a white man. This boycott
lasted over one year. Many other non-violent
marches, speeches, and demonstrations were
led my Martin as a way to voice concern over
the inequality that he and others were
experiencing. One famous march was called the
“The March on Washington,” and included over
250,000 people who gathered in Washington D.C.
At this 1963 event, Martin Luther King Jr. gave one
of the most famous speeches in history, the “I
Have a Dream” speech. In that speech he said,
“I have a dream that my four little children will
one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin, but by the
content of their character.” The Core Coaches 2016
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