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Martin Luther King Jr. was born in Atlanta,
Georgia on January I5, 1929, Bofh his father and
grandfather were pastors in a local church and
Martin folowed in their footsteps. Growing up,
Marfin and his younger brother and older sister
experienced segregation and prejudice. Af the
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Marfin had a gift for speaking fo large crowds
and is now considered one of fhe greatest
speckers in American history.

Due in large part fo his efforts, Martin saw
fhe Civil Rights Act passed by Congress in I9eH.
In effect, this act ouflawed racid segregation
in public facilifies, including schools, parks and
public restrooms. Ofher examples of fhe
changes made by fhis act include profection fo
dll citizens from police abuse, and the prevention
of discrimination in employment.

Though Martfin believed in mcking his voice
heard fhrough non-violent means, ofhers offen
disagreed with him. He was arresfed severd|
fimes and his house was even bombed. On April
H, 1968, while sfanding on the balcony of his hotel,
Marfin was assassinated by James Earl Ray in

Memphis, Tennessee.

age of b, Martin starfed college, demonstrating
how smart and dedicated he was as a sfudent.
In 953, Martin married Coretta Scoftf. Togefther
they lived in Monfgomery, Alabama and raised
four chidren. In Monfgomery, Martin became a
pastor and a community leader.

Martin stood firmly against racism. He felt
strongly that people of any color deserved to
be freafed equally. Throughout his adulf life, he
was able fo bring abouf social change in
peaceful ways. He led the Montgomery Bus
Boycoft affer Rosa Parks refused fo give up
her seaf on the bus fo a white man. This boycott
lasted over one vyear. Many ofher non-viclent
marches, speeches, and demonstrafions were
led my Martin as a way to voice concern over
the inequdity fhat he and ofhers were
experiencing. One famous march was called the
“The March on Washingfon,” and included over
750,000 people who gathered in Washingfon DC.
AT this [d63 event, Marfin Luther King Jr. gave one
of the most famous speeches in hisfory, the “1
Have a Dream” speech. In thaf speech he said,
“I have a dream that my four little children wil
one day live in a nation where they wil not be
judged by the color of fheir skin, but by the
confent of their character.” The Core Coaches 2016 = =W i

Martin  Luther King Jr.
influenfial  efforts to fight segregation in
America. In 964, he was the youngest person
fo have ever received fthe Nobel Peace Prize.
Today, we celebrafe his courage  and
defermination with a US. Natfional holiday on fthe
39 Monday of each January. Throughout the
US., there are more than 730 stfreefs named
affer the American hero, Marfin Luther King Jr.

is honored for his




Name

Early Years

Interesting Facts

Martin
Luther
King, Jr.

Unforgettable Event

Awards and Recognition “

MGREW



	Civil Rights Vertical

