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College at 15.

-He married
Coret+a Scott in

\a62.

UNFORGETTABLE EVENT

-He helped organize 1he
Montsomery Bue oy cot:
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| December 1,1956-
| Rosa Parke wouldn't
‘| give up her seat.
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In Tuskegee, Alabama, Rosa Parks was born
on February H, 93, Her ful name was Rosa
Louise McCauley. Her mother was a teacher
and her fafther was a carpenfer. Rosa lived
with her mofher and her younger brofher on
her grandparent's farm. She atfended fhe
school where her mother faught, dlong with
ofher black children. Affer the early grades,
Rosa wanted fo geft her high school diploma,
but she had fo leave school to care for her
sick mother.

Rosa lafer married Raymond Parks in 432
He was a barber and she worked part fime
jobs in Monfgomery, Alabama where she rode
fhe bus fo work. She was defermined to go
back fo school o earn her diploma, something
she would later be very proud of. During her
ife, Rosa experienced segregation and
racism. She could only visit schools, churches
and stores for black people. There were
different drinking founfains and different
elevators. She offen saw signs that said, “For
Colored Only™ or “For Whifes Only.”

Even the bus that Rosa rode fo work had a
secfion af the back where black people had fo
sit. If there were seats avalable at the frontf
of the bus, and the back was ful, she had fo
stand rather than fake one of fthose seats.
Rosa fhought fthe segregatfion rules in the
south were unfair and she resolved to do
something.

She wantfed fo take a stand and show that dll
people should be freated the same.
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| On December [, 1955 Rosa rode the bus home

affer along day af work. She saf down in her
seaf in the back. Once al the seafs had filled, @
whife man asked Rosa fo give up her seat for
him.  She bravely refused and stayed seatfed
even when the bus driver threatened fo call the

{ police. When officers showed up, Rosa was

arrested. Later she said, *Each person must live
their life as a model for ofhers.”

Severdl black leaders, includng Marfin Luther
King Jr. heard about this event and decided fo
boycott the city buses. This was difficult for
many people because it was the fransportation
they had always used fo get to work. Rosa and
ofhers defended ftheir rights by participating in
the Montgomery Bus Boycott, which lasted for
just over one year.

Congressional Gold Meddl

The laws were eventfualy changed, but Rosa's
ife wasn't much easier. She was fthreafened
so many fimes that in [95/ she and her husband
decided fo move fo Defroif, Michigan. Rosa
wrofe an aufobiography about her experiences
cdled, Kosa Parks: My Siory. Though Rosa
passed away on October 24, 2005, she
confinues fo be remembered and recognized
for her courage. She was awarded bofh the
Congressiond Gold Medadl and the Presidentidl
Meddal of Freedom.
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