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EARLY YEARS

Martin \uther
Kirg, ¥ went o

College at 15.

-He married
Coret+a Scott in

\a62.

UNFORGETTABLE EVENT

-He helped organize 1he
Montsomery Bue oy cot:

Poovearbin Lther Kirg, i Nas
@ pagiorand. Communidy leader.
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| December 1,1956-
| Rosa Parke wouldn't
‘| give up her seat.

Participated in The
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Ruby Bridges
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Ruby Bridges was born on September 8, [954
in Tylerfown, Mississippl. She grew up on a
small farm with three brofthers and one sister.
AT four years od, her family moved fo New
Orleans, Louisiana. Ruby was a happy. playful
chid. She enjoyed playing bal, jumping rope
and cimbing trees just ke many ofher children.
Al that fime, schools in New Orleans were
segregafed. Ruby wenf fo an dl-black
kindergarfen where she loved school and
loved her feacher. Her school was a long
distfance from her home and she wdlked there
every day. Whife children in her neighborhood
went fo a dfferenf school that was much
closer fo their homes.
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Ruby, a good sfudent, was selected fo be
able to atfend first grade af a white schoal
because officdls were begnning o
desegregate schools in New Orleans.  Many
whife people were angry about the decision
for al sfudents fo affend school fogether, so
Ruby's parents were worried that it might nof
be safe. They findly decided fo send her fo
first grade af Wiliam Franfz, an al-white
elementary school that was much closer to
their home. Ruby is known as the first black
chid fo aftend an dl-white schoal.

On November M, 1960, Ruby bravely attended
her first day af the new school. Some people
were stil frying fo keep her from atfending.
Many profested and threafened her. To help
Ruby remain safe, some US. Marshals arrived
fo escort her fo school. Though some people

were angry with her, Ruby wasn't
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frightened by them. Because of al the chaos,
she spenf that first day sitfing in the
principal's of fice.

Over fime, many parenfs fook fheir whife
children out of the school. Ruby was the only
black chid in the school and she was in a
classroom dll by herself. She liked her first
grade feacher Mrs. Henry and she enjoyed
learning from her. There were very few ofther
white chidren who affended the school that
year. People who were aganst infegration
confinued fo threafen the famiies of fthe
children who sfayed. Others respecfed Ruby
for her courage. They supported her family
by sending cards, wel-wishes  and
encouragement.

Affer first grade, Ruby aftended infegrated
classes for the rest of her schoadl years. She
even graduafed from a desegregated high
school. Latfer, she worked as a fravel agenf
for b years. She married Mdcom Hdl and
they had four sons. In 200l Ruby was
awarded fthe Presidential Citizen's Medal. As
an adult she was dso reunifed with her
beloved ' grade feacher, Mrs. Henry. Ruby
confinues fo support the fight for tfolerance
and promotes respect for dl people. She

once said, *Don't follow the path. Go where
fhere is no path and begin the frail.”
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