
William B. Travis was the commander of a small force of Texans and Tejanos at the 

Alamo Mission in San Antonio, Texas on February 23, 1836. Mexican troops, led 

by General Antonio López de Santa Anna had them surrounded. Fearing that his 

small group of men could not withstand an assault, Travis wrote an open letter 

seeking reinforcements and supplies from supporters.  

The letter was initially entrusted to courier Albert Martin, who carried it to the town 

of Gonzales 70 miles away. Martin added several postscripts to encourage men to 

reinforce the Alamo and handed the letter to Launcelot Smithers. Smithers added 

his own postscript and delivered the letter to its intended destination, San Felipe de 

Austin, the political center of the Stephen F. Austin colony.  

Publishers there printed more than 700 copies. The letter also appeared in two Texas 

newspapers and was eventually printed throughout the US. While it did not result in 

any direct aid for the garrison at the Alamo, it did much to motivate the Texian 

army and helped to rally support in America for the cause of independence for 

Texas. It also cemented Travis’s status as a hero of the Texas Revolution. 
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 Postscript by Launcelot Smithers: 

* General Joaquín Ramírez y Sesma 

commanded a brigade under Santa 

Anna.  

 

 



Name _______________________________________ 

Directions: After reading the introduction, letter from William B. Travis, and postscript, answer the following 

questions in complete sentences.  

1. Who is William B. Travis writing his letter to? Why do you think he addressed it in this way?  

 

 

 

 

2. How does Travis describe his current situation? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is he hoping to achieve with this letter? 

 

 

 

 

4. What persuasive writing techniques does he use in the letter? 

 

 

 

 

5. How do you think readers responded to the letter? 

 

 

 

 

6. Why do you think Smithers added his postscript?  

 

 

 

 

7. If you read this letter at the time and had the opportunity to write a quick response, what would you 

say? Write your response in the space below.  
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